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Of all the things Mark Twain supposedly said at one time or another, perhaps the most insightful was this: “Whiskey’s for drinking — water’s for fighting.”

What this means, of course, is that fresh water is our most precious natural resource. Yet you’d never know it, given the cavalier way in which we treat many of our watersheds.

Watersheds are critically important because everything that accumulates in them eventually runs off into other bodies of water. If you allow them to become polluted or fall into disrepair, they could contaminate any number of other water sources as well.

Sadly, though, many of our watersheds are in bad shape today. What’s worse, many water conservation projects are being discontinued, such as the watershed resource program of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection.  That’s not the fault of the organizations on this list, however, as each of them is doing critically important work in protecting our waters.


 

6 Watershed Protection & Restoration Organizations Doing a Good Job

1. Center for Watershed Protection


 Photo credit: Kmusser, Wikipedia
While this Maryland-based organization has spent countless hours developing common-sense regulations and monitoring the health of America’s watersheds, its most critical work may well be its educational outreach. The CWP has published over 250 manuals and reports on watershed management, taught communities how to identify polluters, and even established a professional membership program for watershed experts.





2. California Watershed Network


 Image credit: US Fish & Wildlife Service
One of the biggest problems facing watershed protection efforts is a disconnect between legislators and the communities they represent. The California Watershed Network bridges that gap by hosting local forums, providing action alerts for related watershed groups, and helping draft effective environmental legislation.



3. Colorado Watershed Assembly


 Image credit: US Army Corps of Engineers
The Colorado Watershed Assembly recognizes that government action isn’t sufficient for protecting and restoring our watersheds; rather, grassroots efforts are sorely needed as well. The CWA focuses primarily on local issues, including educating regular citizens about their responsibilities as local stewards of their waterways and equipping them with the resources they need to protect them.



4. Environmental Protection Agency


 Image credit: Environmental Protection Agency
The EPA recently started the Healthy Watersheds Program, which seeks to coordinate regional, state, and local efforts to protect at-risk bodies of water. They recognize that protecting watersheds starts with healthy landscape management, and they work with both governmental and private entities to ensure that contaminants are never allowed in our watersheds in the first place.




5. William Penn Foundation
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A post shared by TTF Watershed Partnership (@ttfwatershed)










The WPF’s goal is to keep the Delaware River’s watershed clean and healthy; to that end, they fund grants and other projects designed to clean and beautify the river and its banks. Their primary goals are to prevent forested headwaters, stormwaters, and agricultural run-off, as well as to stop the continued depletion of underground water sources.




6. Lake Erie Watershed Protection Alliance


 Formed with the goal of protecting the smallest of the Great Lakes, the LEWPA aims to reduce both point source and non-point source water pollution, update failing infrastructure, and reduce the human and financial impacts of floods. While this involves a healthy amount of governmental lobbying, they also seek to persuade and inform the average citizen through brochures and regular community outreach.


 

Get Involved

While the organizations on this list are undoubtedly doing great work protecting our watersheds, their efforts aren’t going to be enough without the support of everyday citizens.

If you’re passionate about the health of our water sources, contact one of these organizations (or an organization just like them) and ask how you can get involved. Many are run completely by volunteers, and they’d undoubtedly welcome your assistance.

After all, the fight for keeping our water safe and healthy is only beginning.

	See Also: Our rundown of the top 10 best water filters
	See Also: Our favorite filtered water bottles
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Pete Ortiz
 


Pete has been working in the trades since high school, where he first developed a passion for woodworking. Over the years, he has developed a keen interest in a wide variety of DIY projects around the home. Fascinated by all sort of tools, Pete loves reading and writing about all the latest gadgets and accessories that hit the market. His other interests include astronomy, hiking, and fishing.
As the founder of House Grail, Pete's primary goal is to help consumers make educated decisions about DIY projects at home, in the garage, and in the garden. 
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DeVilbiss StartingLine vs FinishLine: Which One is Best? 


This review puts two DeVilbiss paint spray guns against each other; the StartingLine 802342 versus the FinishLine 4 FLG-670. This is a closer competition than
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